“. . . they caught the demographic professionals asleep at the switch.”

-- Dr. Nicholas Eberstadt, American Enterprise Institute

   One of the USA’s leading demographers commenting on

   presentation by Bennett Zimmerman at the 6th Herzliya

   Conference, January 23, 2006
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The Herzliya presentations can be found at www.pademographics.com
‘Arab Population in the West Bank and Gaza:  The Million Person Gap’  by Bennett Zimmerman, Roberta Seid PhD, and Michael L. Wise PhD 
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Full comments by Dr. Nicholas Eberstadt:

“Friends, in discussing demography and the future security of the Jewish State I’m very mindful of my status as an outsider--being both a US citizen and a Roman Catholic Christian.  For this reason, I’ll limit my remarks to some technical but I hope nonetheless relevant comments.

“First of all, I want to salute Bennett Zimmerman and his Team for their path-breaking study.  None of the Team members happen to be professional demographers, but they caught the demographic professionals asleep at the switch.  Serious internal inconsistencies are evident in the data and estimates on the current demographic situation in the PA areas, and this report brilliantly reviews these.  

“Further, the conclusions of this report are not only plausible but quite persuasive.  Why?  Because it relies upon rigorous logic and simple, but very powerful, arithmetic to reach its results.  And because this arithmetic offers internally consistent reconstructions of overall trends the findings look not only defensible, but really quite robust. 

“Second, this study should be carefully read by professional demographers.  I hope it will impel not only local but also international statistical organizations to look at the PA demographic situation a little bit more carefully than they have been doing.  

“Right now there are some fairly significant discrepancies in the PA’s own internal population estimates.  The Palestinian Ministry of Health estimates fertility levels for the population to be nearly 1.5 births per woman lower than other parts of the government.  That’s a 25% gap, right within official PA numbers.  There are also fairly important discrepancies between the estimates of the US Census Bureau and the UN Population Division, the two most authoritative international demographic projection providers.  

“Until there is a credible new population count in the PA areas, there will be some irreducible uncertainties about the current situation.   But now is the time for the demographic profession to seek truth from facts here, following the Zimmerman Team’s very important invitation.”

